     Recently I received a phone call from a gentleman interested in one of my dogs.  When I had explained everything to him, he asked for a lower price.  This happens quite a bit but for some reason this time the question hit a sour note with me.  Why do people think they can ask a breeder for a lower price when they would never consider going into Wal-Mart and saying I'd like a $100.00 off that wide screen TV, please?  Perhaps it is because folks think that breeding and raising dogs is of little value.  Since I know that other breeders frequently experience this I decided to break down the costs of raising and breeding dogs so that buyers can understand just what goes into that "discounted" puppy.

      Let's start with the cost of the parents.  Dogs do not just appear out of thin air.  Your breeder purchased his/her foundation stock.  If they are reputable breeders then they have tried to obtain the finest specimens of the breed possible.  If they purchased puppies then they raised those puppies, health tested them, perhaps showed them.  All of which takes money, time, and energy.  If they have purchased an older dog from another reputable breeder, especially if that dog has obtained its championship and been health tested, then the fee will probably have doubled, maybe tripled.  This is how the parents of your puppy have come into existence.
     So in full disclosure, let's see what the profits and costs were for Vanator kennel last year.  For the 2007 tax year, we sold or collected stud fees to the amount of $8750.00.  Sounds pretty good!  Easy cash!  Put two dogs together and $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$.
Let's break down the costs and see just how much this kennel made in a year.



Income


8750.00


Dogs returned

-700.00





8050.00



Advertising

- 698.00





7352.00

INCOME  $8750.00


Dog Setting
            -300.00





7052.00



Depreciation
          -1420.00





5632.00

COSTS  $17,206.00


Repairs/ Manteca      -850.00





4782.00



Supplies
          -6830.00




          -2048.00



Taxes/Licenses
-310.00





          -2358.00


Travel


-698.00




          -3056.00


Utilities

-137.00




          -3193.00


Veterinary Costs         -2163.00





           -5356.00


Newborn Deaths
           -3100.00




           -8456.00


Let's break those costs down:


Advertising--maintaining a website (I do my own so that cuts the 



cost) and placing ads for puppies and stud service.



Dog setting--if I go on a trip I have to hire someone to take care of the 


dogs.  It is not easy to find someone you can trust and who is able to 


handle Bull Terriers.  Needless to say I do not take many vacations.



Depreciation--Dog's age, become ill, this does not mean that they do not 


still need to be loved and maintained.  I try when I have breed a female a 


couple of times to spay and place her in a loving forever home not because 

she is a commodity to get rid of but because I know that in a home where 


she is the only one or part of a small pack she will receive much more 


personal time; however, if I can not find the right home that she lives with 


us until the day she dies. 



Repairs and Maintenance--kennels need repair, clippers need repair, 


blades need sharpening, etc.  This is part of maintaining equipment.  I do 


two loads of dog blankets and towels almost every night.


Supplies--include food, supplements, bedding, toys, bones, leads, etc.



Since we feed an all natural diet our dogs lead long healthy lives.  A raw 


diets is expensive.  Just for the food alone last year was $4800.00.  On 


average I feed 25 lbs of raw chicken per day.  When I have weaning 


puppies one adds to this ground turkey and hamburger.  Then there is the 


organ meat, fish, eggs, veggies and vitamins.


Taxes/Licenses--includes AKC fees



Travel--includes trips back and forth to the airport, shipping costs, trips to 


deliver dogs, etc.


Vet. Costs--fortunately because I feed a raw diet I have very few health 


problems; however, there is the cost of health checking parents, travel 


certificates, and emergencies.


New Born Deaths--in the average dog litter, thirty percent of puppies die.  


I have a much higher survival rates (again I attribute this to good diet); 


however, there are always agonizing loses, usually within the first few 


days of life.



None of these numbers include my time and effort.  I work full time so that means I get up early enough to take care of the dogs before I go to work.  I come straight home from work and I feed, clean kennels, check dogs, (love dogs), before I ever take a bite of supper myself.  Then before I go to bed the dogs all have to be let out and rechecked for the night.  Weekends are for grooming and maintenance, long walks with the babies, and all the little things I can't do during the week.  My sister is always saying don't you want to do this or go there, and I say, no because I enjoy just being with my dogs.  I am a dog person.  In reality, I work two jobs, one job pays for the other job.  Am I complaining, NO.  I am explaining.  I love living with dogs.  My greatest joy is doing things with them and for them.  My greatest satisfaction as a breeder is when people send me pictures down through the years and tell me how much they love their babies. 

      Lots of time and energy goes into each puppy....each one is born into my hands, every day from the time of birth I spend time holding those babies, stimulating and exposing to different noises and sites so that they will be well rounded individuals and most of all they are loved.  
     So....you wouldn't think of asking Wal-Mart for a discount on that TV?  Then why ask a reputable breeder for a discount on a living being, one they have spent time, money, tears, and love to bring into the world and train so you can have a companion which will give you years of love?
